
SKAMPA QUARTET
SATURDAY 3rd OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.30 p.m

sponsored by Alexander Stiller

Programme
Scarlatti G major Sonata K455. F minor Sonata K466.
Haydn E minor Sonata Hob. XVI: 34
Chopin Mazurkas: Op. 33, No. 2, D Major Op. 7 No. 3, F minor

Op. 24, No. 4, in Bb minor,
Medtner Skazki (Fairy Tales) Op. 26 No. 1 (1912) and Op. 20 No. 1
Prokofiev Sonata No 7 in B flat major, op.83

“Yevgeny Sudbin is already hailed as potentially one of the greatest pianists of
the 21st century .” The Daily Telegraph

Yevgeny Sudbin’s début CD of Scarlatti sonatas released in 2005, met with such
overwhelming critical acclaim, confirmed by the equally ecstatic reception of his

subsequent recordings, a Rachmaninov recital, and Tchaikovsky and Medtner 1st piano
concertos (Gramophone magazine’s CD of the month and short-listed for a Gramophone
Award 2007), that he is now recognised as one of the world’s most superlative reviews.
interesting and exciting young artists. His most recent Scriabin recording was BBC Music
Magazine’s Disc of the Month, The Daily Telegraph’s CD of the Year, and won the Midem
award at Cannes for best Instrumental CD of the Year, whilst his concert appearances
world-wide continue to earn him 

Born in St Petersburg in 1980, Yevgeny Sudbin displayed exceptional musical talents
from an early age and in 1987 entered the specialist music school of the St Petersburg

Conservatory. In 1990 he continued his studies in Berlin and then moved to London where
he has lived since 1997, and where he studied with Christopher Elton at the Royal
Academy of Music, additionally attending the International Piano Foundation at Lake
Como, Italy. He has also had lessons from Murray Perahia, Claude Frank, Leon Fleisher,
Stephen Hough, Alexander Satz, amongst others. The Pulvermacher Foundation and the
Wall Trust have also played an important role in supporting Yevgeny’s career

During 2006, besides concerts in Europe and Scandinavia, he toured Canada and USA
to great acclaim and made his New York début in The Frick Collection Series, and

during 2007 he made his débuts at the Aspen Festival, USA, at la Roque d’Anthéron
Festival, France, and at the Metropolitan Museum Series in New York and he made his
début last year in the 2008 BBC Proms with the BBC Philharmonic under Tortelier.

Further projects include concerts and recordings with North Carolina Symphony with
Grant Llewellyn, performances and recordings of the complete Beethoven Piano

Concertos with Minnesota Orchestra under Vänska, concerts with San Francisco
Symphony with Ashkenazy, and the London Philharmonic Orchestra in the RFH series
under Järvi, the Philharmonia under Sokhiev also at the RFH and a recital in the South
Bank International Piano Series.

His Wigmore Hall début recital: “A great recital. He is a pianist of uncommon
sensitivity and refinement and has total confidence in his imaginative concept of
each piece.” Adrian Jack The Independent

His Scarlatti recording: “…among the finest, certainly most enjoyable of all
Scarlatti recitals.” Bryce Morrison The Gramophone 

His Rachmaninov recording: “This confirms him as one of the most important
pianistic talents of our time.” Harriet Smith International Record Review

His Tchaikovsky / Medtner recording: “Few seem as fresh and necessary as this
release from this wonder pianist.” Geoff Brown The Times

SINGLE TICKET £19.00
CHILD /STUDENT/UNEMPLOYED/REG.DISABLED TICKET £14.00

Telephone 01580 880413/883092 
e-mail geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com

YEVGENY SUDBIN (Piano) 
SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.30 p.m.

Programme
J.S. Bach da Gamba Sonata No 3 Tabakova Suite in a Jazz Style
Schubert Arpeggione Sonata Stravinsky Pulchinela Suite

“This amazing young artist looks like giving the viola’s profile a definite boost.”
Maxim Rysanov is chosen to be one of the Telegraph’s Top Ten Young Trailblazers

The Telegraph, 2008
“...Rysanov strikes me as one of the most talented violists of his generation...”

Tully Potter, Strad, April 2005
“Rysanov appears as a true virtuoso...” Gramophone, June 2007, Duncan Druce

Recognised as one of the world’s best and most charismatic viola players, Maxim Rysanov
is the winner of the prestigious 2008 Classic FM Gramophone Young Artist of the Year.

Additional awards include the Tertis and Geneva competitions as well as the 2007 BBC New
Generation artist scheme. Originally from the Ukraine, Maxim is now based in London. He
is regularly invited to perform as a soloist and chamber musician in the UK and abroad. He
works with artists such as Leif Ove Andsnes, Jirí Belohlávek, Augustin Dumay, Martin Frost,
Janine Jansen, Gidon Kremer, Mischa Maisky, Viktoria Mullova, Donald Runnicles and
Maxim Vengerov.

Highlights of the current season 2008-09 include concertos with a clutch of BBC
orchestras, the Britten Sinfonia (Britten and Woolrich) and the Bournemouth Symphony

Orchestra and Sinaisky (Berlioz). Outside the UK, he will make his debuts with the
Residentie Orkest and Neeme Jarvi (Britten and Kancheli Double Concertos with Janine
Jansen), the Sinfonia Varsovia (Mozart Sinfonie Concertante with August Dumay), and the
Schleswig Holstein Orchester. He will perform the Tchaikovsky Rococo Variations with the
Cape Town Philharmonic and the Belgrade Philharmonic, amongst others.

Earlier this summer he also made his US concerto debut at the Mostly Mozart Festival in
New York (with Jiri Belohlavek) and at the Grand Teton Festival (with Donald

Runnicles). He has been invited back to Grand Teton in 2010 for a performance of Kancheli
Styx. Maxim’s interest in new music is strong. The BBC has commissioned Dobrinka
Tabakova to write a new work for him – A Jazz Suite – which was premiered at Bridgwater
Hall in Manchester in January 2009.

Maxim’s recording projects include a double CD of Brahms viola repertoire (Onyx)
released in September 2008. A disc of Bach Inventions with Janine Jansen and Torleif

Thedéen on Decca reached number 1 in the I-Tunes charts in the USA. Other commercial
recordings include a concerto disc of Tavener and Kancheli (Onyx) and a recital disc with
Evelyn Chang (Avie) both of which were named Gramophone Editor’s Choice. Other
forthcoming recording plans include a disc of unaccompanied Bach and a disc with
Tchaikovsky and Tabakova works with orchestra: both on the BIS label. Maxim is delighted
to have a Giuseppe Guadagnini (1780) viola on extended loan from the Elise Mathilde
Foundation. 

Katya Apekisheva is one of Europe’s foremost pianists, in demand internationally
as a soloist and chamber musician, and has been described by Gramophone

magazine as ‘a profoundly gifted artist’ who has ‘already achieved artistic greatness’. A
prize-winner at the Leeds Piano Competition and Scottish Piano Competition, Katya
has appeared as soloist with many of the world’s leading orchestras including the
London Philharmonic, the Philharmonia Orchestra, the Halle Orchestra, the Moscow
Philharmonic, the Jerusalem Symphony and the English Chamber Orchestra.

Her solo CD release of Grieg solo piano works in 2008 has received over-whelming
critical acclaim. It was chosen by Classic FM as CD of the week and selected by

Gramophone Magazine as Editor’s Choice. Equally at home as a chamber musician, Katya
collaborates with Janine Jansen, Natalie Clein, Maxim Rysanov, Jack Liebeck, Boris
Brovtsyn,Martin Frost, Alexei Ogrintchouk and Nicholas Daniel among others.

SINGLE TICKET £18.00
CHILD /STUDENT/UNEMPLOYED/REG.DISABLED TICKET £13.00

Telephone 01580 880413/883092 
e-mail geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com

MAXIM RYSANOV (Viola)
KATYA APEKISHEVA (Piano)
SUNDAY 7th FEBRUARY 2010 AT 3.00 p.m.
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Kishani Jayasinghe (soprano) Kai Ruutel (mezzo soprano) Robert Anthony Gardiner
(tenor) Grant Doyle (baritone) Caroline Dowdle (piano) Christopher Glyn (piano)

sponsored by Alan Lynch and Virginia Routh

Programme
‘With Love from Vienna’ Songs and arias from Vienna, 
featuring Brahms Liebesliederwaltzer for Four Voices. 

“...it was the Sri Lankan soprano Kishani Jayasinghe in the tiny role of Barbarina
who made my ears prick up suddenly - there’s a gorgeous voice in embryo here,
charged with the crushed velvet, vintage port, Jersey creaminess of the young Kiri
te Kanawa.” (Le Nozze di Figaro/ROH) Daily Telegraph, July 2008

GRANT DOYLE (BARITONE) was a member of the Young Artists Programme at
the ROH, Covent Garden from 2001 to 2003. In 2004 he returned to the ROH as a

guest artist, and he has since sung Harlequin Ariadne auf Naxos, Schaunard, Bello La
Fanciulla del West, Demetrius, Morales Carmen and Narrator in Dominique
LeGendre’s Bird of Night. In April 2009 he made his debut with Opera North. Other
roles include Schaunard for Glyndebourne on Tour, Marcello La Bohème for Raymond
Gubbay at the Royal Albert Hall, Frederick Lakmé for Opera Holland Park, and in a
variety of roles as a ROH Young Artist. Future engagements include Count Le Nozze
di Figaro (Garsington).

ROBERT ANTHONY GARDINER (TENOR) studied at the Royal Northern
College of Music, Frankfurt Opera School and the NOS. Awards include Elizabeth

Harwood Memorial Prize, Wexford Festival Rosenblatt Award, Peter Moores
Foundation Scholarship, Gwilym Gwalchmai Jones Award, Mario Lanza Educational
Award and Middlemore Educational Foundation Award. He joined the Jette Parker
Young Artists Programme in September 2008 and made his ROH debut as Egoldo
Mathilde di Shabran, followed by Filch The Beggar’s Opera. In the 2009/10 Season, he
will sing Lerma Don Carlo,Major Domo I Der Rosenkavalier, Second Croupier The
Gambler, Gastone La traviata and Second Jew Salome.

KISHANI JAYASINGHE (SOPRANO) from Sri Lanka recently completed two
years as a member of the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme at the Royal Opera

House. She made her Royal Opera debut as Chloë The Queen of Spades, followed by
Ines Il trovatore, Giannetta L’elisir d’amore, Flowermaiden Parsifal, Papagena Die
Zauberflöte and Barbarina Le nozze di Figaro for the Royal Opera House. Most
recently she performed at Buckingham Palace for Prince Charles’ 60th Birthday
Celebrations with the Royal Opera House. Currently an Associate Artist of the Classical
Opera Company, she was most recently awarded the top women’s prize at the Francesco
Vilas International Vocal Competition 2009 in Barcelona and the Arlene Auger Prize for
the Most Accomplished All Round Singer at the Dutch International Vocal Competition
2008. Future engagements include Countess Le Nozze di Figaro (Garsington Opera).
She will also record Echo Ariadne auf Naxos for Chandos Records conducted by Sir
Charles Mackerras.

KAI RÜÜTEL (MEZZO-SOPRANO) from Estonian trained at Georg Ots Music
School in Tallinn, the Koninklijk Conservatorium Den Haag and Dutch National

Opera Academie. She won first prize in the national competition for young classical
singers in Estonia in 2001, 2002 and 2003. Opera includes Dorabella Così fan tutte,
Ottavia L’incoronazione di Poppea, Zerlina Don Giovanni, Mère Marie Dialogues des
Carmelites, Carmen La tragedie de Carmen and chorus Two Widows for Dutch
National Opera Academie, and Usher Trial by Jury for Koninklijk Conservatorium. She
joined the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme in September 2009 and will make her
Royal Opera debut as Venerable Lady The Gambler (also covering Blanche), followed
by Zaïde Il turco in Italia, Rosette Manon and Flora La traviata.

SINGLE TICKET £17.00
CHILD /STUDENT/UNEMPLOYED/REG.DISABLED TICKET £12.00

Telephone 01580 880413/883092 
e-mail geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com
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‘YOUNG ARTISTS, PAST AND PRESENT FROM
THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE COVENT GARDEN’ 

SATURDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.30 p.m.

Programme
Haydn String Quartet in G major Op. 77 No. 1
Prokofiev String Quartet No 1 in B minor Op. 50 
Smetana String Quartet No.1 ‘From My Life’

“Blistering might be the overall description of how the Skampas played. Every
nuance, every colour – from warm, soothing tone to terrifying rasping sul
ponticello, with the widest of dynamic range, was delivered with white-hot energy.”

The Independent

The Skampa Quartet is among the very finest of an outstanding group of current Czech
string quartets that has represented their country in major Concert Halls around the

world for twenty years. Through their mentors, the legendary Smetana Quartet, they trace
their roots to the earliest quartets -such as the Bohemian Quartet -
in a land described in the 18th century as the Conservatoire of Europe and that remains,

to this day, the very cradle of European Chamber Music. 

To this innate musicality they have added their own particular research to inform their
understanding of the folk-song and poetry, rhythms and dance from which their native

music grew -to the extent that their recordings of the quartets by Janacek and Smetana
particularly are quoted as the bench-marks against which other performances are judged.
This research resulted in, among other things, the production of an illustrated talk -
‘Janacek and his Moravian Roots’ -and led to collaboration with singer Iva Bittova which
successfully crossed many musical boundaries. 

Prizes at International Competitions, Awards from the Royal Philharmonic Society and
others – and appointment as the first-ever Resident Artists at Wigmore Hall -

marked the solidity of their early years and provided recognition which led to invitations
to perform at major Festivals world-wide including Prague Spring, Schwetzingen,
Edinburgh, Schleswig-Holstein and Melbourne.

These engagements included collaboration with many fine internationally recognised
artists including Melvyn Tan, Itamar Golan, Josef Suk, Michael Collins, Kathryn Stott

and Janine Jansen among many others. From the beginning they have established a close
relationship with BBC Radio 3 resulting in regular broadcasts from Wigmore Hall, St
John’s Smith Square, LSO St Luke’s and the Chamber Music Proms.

The Skampa quartet have been award-winning recording artist for Supraphon for most
of the Quartet’s career. They are now also among the elite artists whose performances

have been selected for release on the Wigmore Hall Live label. Education has long been
an important facet of their work, and one that they find particularly rewarding. They teach
in many places around the world but particularly at the Royal Academy of Music in
London where they were appointed Visiting Professors of Chamber Music in 2001.

SINGLE TICKET £18.00
CHILD /STUDENT £13.00

Telephone 01580 880413/883092 
e-mail geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com
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