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This has been another very successful and busy year for the history
department with some excellent scholarship and common entrance
results and some most enjoyable and stimulating outings and visits.
The Year 8 scholarship class visited the National Portrait Gallery
and had a most interesting tour of some of the Tudor collection with
one of the curators, followed by a visit to Westminster Abbey. The
other Year 8 classes retraced the steps of William the Conqueror
and visited Pevensey and Battle Abbey. In Year 7 we study the Civil
War in depth and we took the classes to London to the National Army
Museum where we were able to use some of the old weapons and
try on some of the armour. We also discovered how they would treat
battlefield wounds, not pleasant! In the afternoon we visited St
Paul's Cathedral and experimented with whispering into the walls of
the Whispering Gallery with mixed results! Another highlight of Year
7 was the French trip which also enabled us to take the children to
Bayeux to see the famous tapestry and to Arramanches to see 'Gold'
beach which played such a critical part in the 'D' Day landings. A
visit to Bayeux cemetery provided us all with a very moving end to
the day. In Year 6 we study the Tudors and a visit to Hampton Court
helped to bring the period alive. We did not, however, manage to
see the ghost of Catherine Howard which supposedly haunts the
palace!

In Year 5 an outing to Canterbury Cathedral was a great
success as we learned about Thomas Becket's gruesome
murder. Many of the children copied the pilgrims of old by walking
up the final steps to Becket's shrine on their knees. In the
afternoon we visited Richborough Castle, supposedly Claudius's
landing site when he invaded England in 43AD. The Year 4s
enjoyed a visit from a retired headmaster, Mr Williams, who
brought with him all sorts of Roman military artefacts for the
children to try on and use, whilst the Year 3s enjoyed visits to
Bateman's and Battle as part of their study of the history of the
local area.

The new interactive white board in Room 14 is a welcome addition to the department's resources and allows greater
access to a whole variety of material to enhance discussion, debate and enjoyment of learning.

TownsendWarner Historg Competition 2009

As usual, Vinehall entered a team for this highly competitive annual inter-prep school history competition. There were
around 800 candidates from all the leading prep schools. Vinehall was, once again, listed as one of the best schools entering
the competition.

10 candidates did well enough in the tricky general knowledge paper to go through to the second round of the top 200
entries. Here a difficult but entertaining two hour essay paper was undertaken. Congratulations therefore go to all the team
who did so well in displaying and communicating their historical knowledge!

The following got through to Round 2 Jack Winchester (173"), Caspar Fraser (166'"), Daniel Hutt 162™) Angus Begg
(141st), Freya Maynard (127'"), Charlotte McNally (118'"), and Shona Wedner-Ross (102™)

The following received Certificates of Commendation for coming in the top 100: Jamie Lerpiniere (93“), and Freddie
Williams (75".

Special congratulations go to our top entry this year, who came in the top 50 and who receives a certificate and book token:
Isabelle Powell. (37"") Well done!

This should be encouraging for next year as the five members of 7D will be entering again, hopefully to be joined by more of
their class as well as new historians from the present Year 6 and two young hopefuls from Year 5.



X History

The History Society 2008-9

The History Society has made quite a number of visits throughout the year, and we
have enjoyed looking around some famous and some less well-known sites in the
South East.

We teamed up with 'Food, Fashion and Fine Art' to visit the Royal Pavilion at Brighton.
This allowed us to see the grander side of life in the early Ninetieth century. The prince
Regent's elaborate and exotic seaside home amazed our group as we gazed at the
jumble of 'eastern effects' from false bamboo to dramatic dragons suspended from the
ceiling. The Pavilion is now fully restored after the effects of bombing and hurricane and
the ravages of decay and is well worth a visit.

| always feel fully justified in taking a trip to Bodiam Castle, as having arrived, it
becomes perfectly clear that most of the History Club know very little about its history
and the reason for its location inspite of protestations they have been on many
occasions with their parents! No matter how many times one visits Bodiam, it always
remains a perfect example of a fourteenth century fortification and has so much of
interestto note.

The historic town of Rye is an ideal visit and we saw the illuminated Rye Town Model,
the church and the cobbled streets which give plenty of clues about the history of this
wonderfully preserved Medieval town. The tales of smuggling and murders as well as
the great literary tradition of writers like E.F. Benson and Henry James give the town a
real feel of the past.

The Fuller Follies of Brightling always provide an interesting local visit. The 'sugar loaf',
Brightling church, pyramid, observatory, obelisk and tower all make for a fascinating
insight into a most unusual man, '‘Mad' Jack Fuller. Far from being mad, this eccentric
man did so much for his estate workers at a difficult time in the country's economic
history.

The Imperial War Museum is always a highlight of our trips and though children tend
initially to race through the displays after a little while they become immersed in the
detail of the exhibits and fascinated by the range of objects on view. The picture
galleries are always worth seeing with some moving art works showing the brutality
and horror of war. The 'Blitz Experience' and ‘Trench Experience' are the most popular
sections as are the newer galleries dealing with modern conflicts from the Korean war
through to the Falklands.

The tranquil setting of Bayham Abbey near Tunbridge Wells was ideal for a little fresh
air just before C.E. and good revision, too, as Monasticism was a topic in the sources
section! The Premonstratensian monks chose the location because it was so remote
and it was interesting to see how they coped with living in such a place. The children
were full of the usual questions such as why did people become monks and how did
they dispose of their sewage! The added attraction of spotting a huge adder in the
monastic drain also added to the excitement.

During the Summer term we visited Mount Caburn . There is a brief climb up one of the
chalk downs near Lewes, whichin Iron Age times was one of the series of hill forts which
covered the South Downs. It is still possible to see the ramparts and ditches and
remains of hut circles. It certainly helps gain a picture of the difficulties of life at a time
before the Roman Conquest when few people lived beyond the age of thirty.

We visited the beautiful castle at Hever on an exceptionally hot Saturday in June. The
children were exceptionally observant in the castle and were a mine of information on
all subjects. However, the grounds proved an equal attraction and having visited the
famous maze we then had to move onto the water maze! This seemed to provide
immense satisfaction and although the instructions stated that avoiding getting wet was
the objective, nevertheless the children seemed not to appreciate this aspect!

| have very much enjoyed taking the group round all the sites. The club has this year
consisted of a variety of boarders and they have all gained a great deal from our various
visits. The inevitable cake and ice cream seems to help! | am delighted to report that
there has not been a single occasion this year when other visitors at these attractions
have not complimented me on the children's behaviour and indeed after our visit to
Mount Caburn the owner of the tea rooms presented all the children with free chocolate
bars because they had been so good! Many thanks to our Gappers and Mrs. Howorth
who have accompanied me on these ventures.
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