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In September we welcomed Estelle Taylor-Langley, a Vine, to the
Department. As well as teaching French, Miss Taylor-Langley is school co-
ordinator for gifted and talented children, a role for which she has been
specially trained. Miss Taylor-Langley joined Year 7 on the annual visit to Le
Chateau de la Baudonniére in Normandy. The visit to France has become an
integral and successful component of the Year 7 French curriculum.

Our Year 8s have enjoyed much success this year. The CE candidates
applied themselves well to the challenging French papers and Florence
Flood was awarded the Benenden Prize in French. The scholars excelled
with many gaining good grades: Freya Maynard achieved an A in the
demanding Sevenoaks scholarship; William Flett achieved the highest mark
(78%) in French at Eastbourne College in a field of 38 candidates where the
average mark in the French scholarship exam was 55%. To enhance their
studies, the Year 8 pupils have made full use of the wide range of games,
vocabulary, grammar, reading, spelling, listening and speaking exercises
available through the pupil zone of the school website. IT is a useful tool in
language learning and helps our children to work independently and through
the holidays. The first French interactive presentation held in June gave
parents of Year 7 pupils a glimpse of those resources which can help children
toimprove their confidence and competence in various language skills.

French with IT was a popular topic last September at the first French
workshop for primary school teachers to be held at Vinehall. As French
becomes part of the primary school curriculum we hope to consolidate these
links and further promote the teaching, learning and enjoyment of foreign
languages for the benefit of all young children.

For the last six years Madame Powell has given much to our young children
at Vinehall. Always generous and kind, she has been a much valued
colleague. We thank her for all she has done at Vinehall and wish her much
happiness as she leaves.

Year 7 Visit to France
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In March, 43 pupils accompanied by Mrs
Raymond, Miss Taylor-Langley, Mr Yeats-
Brown and Mr Mitchell set out on their annual
visit to Le Chéateau de la Baudonniére. The
children were very excited as we crossed
The Channel (sous la Manche, some for the
first time) and made our way towards the
beautiful Normandy countryside. Greeted at
the chateau with a light supper and a practice
fire drill, the children fell into bed exhausted,
a fitting start to what was to be an exhausting
but exhilarating week throughout which we
were blessed with wonderful weather.

Our week began with a tour of the chateau
and grounds followed by the first activity.
Each group followed its own programme
which included climbing, fencing, bread
making (a fun and lively activity very much a
la francaise and amongst the children's
favourites), orienteering, aero ball and circus
skills, archery and the now famous parcours
de santé (the mud crawl) which the children
absolutely loved. Many were surprised at
their level of competence not only in the
activity but in their understanding of
instruction and tuition delivered in French.
Mealtimes were another opportunity for the
children to listen to and use French as they
wandered into the kitchen to practise their
“encore du pain...”

i

¥ FRENCH TRIP )

After two days of activities, we took time to
think of those who had trod this path in less
fortunate times. Our historical day started
with a visit to the Bayeux tapestry and we
continued our journey to Arramanches,
visiting the 360 degree cinema on top of the
hill and walked down to the Musée du
Débarquement to hear from our guide about
Mulberry A and B and to see relics of this
remarkable portable harbour still out at sea.
The walk round the British Cemetery at
Bayeux was a moving experience for us all
but for one child in particular who had not
expected to find his grandfather there.
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It was a delight to see each child develop in
his or her own particular way: the sense of
achievement felt by those children who
sometimes find sport difficult but who
managed to reach the top of the treacherous
climbing wall or leap tarzan-like into the cold
water on the parcours de santé; the sense of
camaraderie as other children encouraged
and supported those who had difficulties; an b p.
increase in self-confidence as each child f : / =5
made progress in French and independence . — Lol
for those children who had never before N FRENCH TRIP )
been away without their parents. Each child . . 2= B
gained much from this visit and all had a very g =y o
happy time. My thanks to everyone for
making it such an enjoyable visit. LR




