
contemplative sonnets, fraying the skins on his much-
abused drum-kit, dismantling all opposition at public
speaking competitions or plotting outrageous sorties
from the boarding house, Oliver discovered a passion
for a sport in which he was surprised to find he had
considerable ability: hockey. He had a mature tendency
to hold his defensive midfield position and his close ball
control developed remarkably quickly, as did his
understanding of such a fast-paced game. Oliver would
have been both thrilled and enormously jealous to see

Vinehall Foundation Success
Vinehall's magnificent Astroturf pitch opened by hockey Olympian Norman Hughes on 14th January 2009

When cutting the huge red ribbon to declare the Astro
open, Mr Hughes said that our pitch is as good as any
that he has seen across Europe.

Mr Kevin Doble, previously Head of English at Vinehall
and hockey coach, gave a very moving and positive
tribute to Oliver with members of the Tucker family
present, an excerpt from which follows:

The official opening of the Cornfield Astroturf in January by Norman
Hughes, Olympic Bronze Medallist. This was followed by a dedication

to ex-pupil Oliver Tucker and a tree planting in his memory.

Having completed the funding for the new artificial grass pitch and also
raised sufficient funds to permanently endow two full bursaries, the Vinehall
Foundation is now moving on to the extension and refurbishment of the
theatre. This will include reseating, new ventilation and insulation, an
enlarged stage, a new costume store and additional dressing rooms. An
expansion of bursary provision is also planned.

We would like to thank all of you who have given your support to the
Foundation , it is hugely appreciated.so generously

Theatre upgrade appeal launched

Kevin Doble

'Oliver Tucker's time at Vinehall was typical of the
experience so many children at this prep school
enjoyed. Outside the classroom, he was encouraged to
have a bash at a dizzyingly wide range of sports,
disciplines and activities where, irrespective of his
strengths, he would be urged to develop and improve to
his best ability. And so, when he was not penning

the new Astroturf. It is so fitting,
therefore, that his memorial should be
adjacent to a remarkable facility that will
surely cement Vinehall's reputation as a
school with a daunting hockey name.'

(For full text of Kevin Doble's tribute see page 2)


