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For many of our boarders, the Michaelmas term was their first time living away
from home. Boarding aims to complement home life and we aim to create a
welcoming family atmosphere in the house whilst giving children the
opportunity to develop independence and to appreciate their family all the
more when they return. We uphold traditional values such as writing 'real'
letters, cleaning shoes, being thoughtful towards those around us, attending
Chapel on Sunday and taking it in turns to do chores. We encourage children
to play outside and enjoy their youth and fitness, and like every other parent in
the land we try to limit time in front of a screen but recognise that the younger
generation needs technology!

In December we said goodbye to our 2008 Gap Students Annabelle Davis,
Jack Davies, John Walter and Caitlin Hanley. Our 2009 Gap Students had a
hard act to follow! Our boarders gave a very warm welcome in January to our
all-Australian team: James Atfield, Courtney Keady, Nicole Terry and Tim
Webster. Gap Students living and working in the Boarding House are an
incredible support to us, and superb role models for the children. Their
reintroduction of a junior boarders' club in the early evening has been much
appreciated, and they are responsible for the design of the popular boarders'
hoodie.

We appreciate and make use of our grounds as much as possible, and this
year we have experienced the full range of weather in which to do that!
Probably the most memorable part of Lent term was being snowed in for two
days. One of the chefs lives on site so we were well fed and we managed
some lessons in the mornings but the afternoons were dedicated to fun in the
snow. We built snowmen and huge snow forts for a snowball fight and enjoyed
sledging and snowboarding down the golf course.


