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The children and staff in the Pre-Prep celebrated
the start of the new school year in September,
2006 with the opening of the new Conservatory
that has greatly enhanced the indoor play space
available to the younger children. 'Postman Pat'
visited the children and gave them each a goodie
bag to commemorate the opening.

Another innovation at the start of the year was
the 2 year-old intake to the Nursery department.

We were joined by some new families,

the children soon settled and became

very much part of our Vinehall community.
New members of staff joined our team. Mrs
Aylott came with valuable experience to offer as
well as some technological enthusiasm, the
children have been programming their'Roamers' ©
to move backwards, forwards, to turn and to even (é
spin in circles. Our teaching assistant team was
boosted by additional support from Mrs Nicholls,
Mrs Walker, Mrs Ross and Ms Newcomb.
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Interactive whiteboards were introduced in Year
2 as part of our ICT development programme.
This combines the simplicity of a whiteboard with
the power of a computer, engaging the childrenin
atouch sensitive display. This gives them access
to a wide range of media, as well as the ability to
write and draw.
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'Roamers’ Mrs Tessa Richardson
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Michaelmas Term

LT Year 1 led our class assemblies for parents this term. We enjoyed
- i i watching Mrs Ford's class acting out the story of Tiddalik and we were

ni shown all kinds of things in Mrs Aylott's children's treasure boxes. Our
'Friends' very kindly helped to run the book fair.

) Assen;Iy '

The children are presented with 'star' awards by Mrs Robinson in our
Pre-Prep assemblies on Fridays. Awards are given for a variety of
reasons, including being kind and working hard.

Mr Newman's football sessions became a highly successful initiative
and Mrs Cheevers enjoyed focusing on girls' games. Ms De Meza
took the Reception classes for ball skills.

We enjoyed the Year 2 'Tinsel and Tea Towels'.Their lively portrayal of
life at Vinehall school was delightful. Our Early Years classes
performed traditional Nativities. These included some wonderful
moments, with the donkey 'eeyoring' and the Emperor shouting
orders. The Nursery and Kindergarten sang and danced through 'The
Wriggly Nativity' and nobody in the audience could sit still!

'Me' by Hannah
Age 3

Tinsel and Tea Towels

The Wriggly Nativity Reception Nativity
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Lent Term

Mrs McGiloin left us to start a new life in France and Miss Plant joined us to
guide 2M through their final two terms in Pre-Prep. Mrs Edwards, Miss
Sander and Ms De Meza took on larger roles while Mrs Winn enjoyed her
time at home with baby Jack and Mrs Rastelli joined the Nursery team, to
take on the care of our youngest children.

There were plenty of highlights this term. One particularly special activity in
the Reception classes was the Olden Days topic. The children, inspired by
Mrs Burgess' enthusiasm, brought in artefacts to show and enjoyed role
playing. We had fantastic responses from the children's grandparents who
sentin letters to the children about their childhood days. Many of the letters
were very descriptive and prompted rather emotional responses from
parents, children and members of staff. Our history topic was used for a
display at the East Sussex Early Years Conference and it was held up as an
example of very good, well-informed practice.

To support our number activities we introduced Numicon, which
encourages a multi-sensory approach to mathematical learning. Miss
Plant also arranged Maths week in Pre-Prep and the children enjoyed a
week of fun number activities.

The Reception classes led assemblies for their parents and Year 1 puton a
play entitled 'The Litter Muncher'. The play was dynamic and colourful, with
all the children dancing and singing well. The theme was caring for the
environment and it linked well with our 'green’ charity day.

Our 'Friends' ensured that we enjoyed Pancake Day and our Easter egg
hunt, organising races and pancakes to eat.
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Pancake
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Reception Class Assemblies



Ssummer Term

Our outings went ahead and the Reception classes dodged the rain
drops to visit Bedgebury, to go pond dipping and to hunt for
minibeasts. Highlights included watching a carnivorous water bug eat
a waterboatman, finding a great diving beetle and, as one child wrote,
eating 'chuna' sandwiches. The Year 1 classes visited Hastings Old
Town and had a full day of activities starting with Underwater World,
visiting the Fisherman's Museum, travelling up the West Hill on the
funicular lift, having a picnic then going to the Lifeboat Station to learn
about safety at sea. The children had a wonderful time and the rain
held off. It was a great day out. Year 2 managed to picnic in the park,
eating their pizzas that they had made while visiting Pizza Express.

Our Sports Day was held inside for only the second time ever.
Although the sports hall lacks the atmosphere of our traditional
event, we are extremely fortunate to have such a great space to
S yse and the event ran very smoothly. I'm sure you were all
A impressed by the athleticism of our Early Years staff, kicking off the
parents' race in style. Oliver Jeremy jumped a fantastic 2m 38 cms,
while both Finn Piper and William Bearcroft broke the high jump record
for Year 1 and Finn went on to break the throwing record too.

The weather interrupted our féte, but undaunted we fitted many events
into the rather wet end of year; these included our gym display, Pre-
Prep picnic and treasure hunt. Our Pre-Prep gardens have been one
beneficiary of the wet weather. The sunflowers were out earlier than
usual and we enjoyed a bumper harvest of vegetables. The heavy rain
certainly made watering easier!

The children in Year 1 found out about the different parts of the church
when they visited St Mary's Church in Battle.

Year 1 visit the Lifeboat Station In the Pre-Prep garden Year 2 Pizza Picnic








