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' There have been Singing Days at Lancing, Eastbourne and Kings'. All
pupils have had the opportunity to participate in these choral events and
senior choir has been as full as ever but could still take a few more boys, if
only to keep Mr Whitehead company in the Carol Service! The
culmination of the year's singing was in Bugsy Malone. It is always great
to see the senior boys giving their 'all' in shows and making the most of
their teenage voices. Year 8 said it all in the end of year assembly when
they sang Rutter's The Music's Always There With You. Keep singing!
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Singing has always been an important aspect of Vinehall musical life and
this year has been no exception. Chapel hymn practices have been lively
sessions with warm ups including the school motto and this year's
favourite hymn has still been Jerusalem. The year began with a whole
school performance of the 'Song for Peace'.

Lancing Singing Day

At the beginning of term, Year 6 attended the annual singing day for a
performance of Noah and his Floating Zoo. This was an ambitious
choice for a day's workshop but with the help of the more experienced
Lancing choristers, it became possible. Our group were absolute starsin
rehearsal and Mr Cox was full of praise for their wonderful singing. After
many hours of hard work it was time to visit the 'grubber'( or tuck shop) to
stock up on sweets and chocolates. Then it was a visit to the farm to see
the very cute alpaca! The day ended with an extremely convincing
performance of Noah with narrator, instruments and heavenly voices. A
greatday was had by all!

Kings Canterbury Choral Day

After a two hour journey we finally arrived at Kings Canterbury. My first
impressions were that of a big school full of history. We did a concert to
the parents and sang the songs we were practicing through out the day.
My favourites were “Pirates on Parade” because it is catchy and funny,
and “Playing with the Sun” because it is soothing and sends a message
of children playing and living together. There were lots of other schools
there that | am sure had a very enjoyable day just like we did.

By Aneesa Zaidi 5H

Report on the Eastbourne Choral Day........

We left Vinehall early in the morning and, after a short minibus ride,
arrived at Eastbourne College. We were fitted with formal choral robes,
as there would be a proper evensong at the end of the day. After the
fitting, we were ushered over to the dining hall for lunch and (for many)
hot chocolate. Then, we went to the College's large chapel for a
rehearsal. The pieces were of a rather religious nature, with the words
“Father, son and holy ghost” popping up in almost every piece. After the
first rehearsal, we went to do a small quiz. One of the Vinehall groups
won and their prize was a pot of soaps (which they thought were
sweets!). After another rehearsal, we had a tea break and then it was time
for the performance. When we were robed in our bright red costumes, we
journeyed to the chapel for the climax of the day, the choral evensong.
Highlights of this service included the chaplain's lively, yet short lived
rendition of “It's all about you” by McFly, and a lot of singing. The day was
a great success and we would like to thank Mrs Harmer and Miss Ault for
this great day out. Alex Cowan
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Most children who play an orchestral instrument were involved in the
summer concert. The junior orchsetra gave spectacular performances of
'‘Scotland the Brave' and 'Mexican Clapping Song'. The concert
culminated in a wonderful perfomance of 'Pirates of the Caribbean' given
by the senior orchestra. The audience enjoyed it so much there was an
encore!

Vinehall Orchestral Concert 2007

On Thursday 7" June, Vinehall had its annual orchestral concert. The
concert started with the junior orchestra. They played Sword Dance,
Mexican Clapping Song and Scotland the Brave. Then we had a break
whilst the senior orchestra set up. They played Hallelujah Chorus, Pomp
and Circumstance, Mexican Medley and (their favourite) Pirates of the
Caribbean. The audience liked it so much, they called for an encore.
Then there were some ensembles. There was senior brass, senior flutes
and double basses and senior string quartet. In all it was a wonderful
concert. Helen Butcher 6H
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Mrs Leake has rehearsed her saxophone group this year and there was
a strong presence from our jazz instruments in all ensembles. The
boarders have again enjoyed the Startechz rehearsals and final
competition, with the standards ever soaring!
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In the Michaelmas term, a small group of senior musicians went to
Lancing for the annual piano day. This is always an event to look
forward to, partly because we visit the tuck shop! The day consisted of
workshops involving composition on Sibelius, duets and solos and
ended with a concert at which | played one of my Grade 7 pieces. Itwas a
great experience. | have always greatly enjoyed all their musical events
especially hearing the organ in the wonderful chapel.  James Harmer
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Many children learn stringed instruments
from violin to double bass and of course, guitar.

As always the department is alive with the sound of
music! We have experienced the usual music days
at Eastbourne and Lancing and this year saw the
first Rock Day at Lancing. By all accounts it was a
great success for our guitarists and drummers who
attended. The success of that day was continued in
The Battle of the Bands which Mr Watson organised
atthe end of the Summer Term.
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The whole range of woodwind instruments are played at Vinehal and
many children have played at concerts and of course, in the Vinehall
orchestra.

On 18th June a group of senior musicians gave a Summer Concert to the
people at the Day Care Centre at St Michael's Hospice. The concert
opened with the middle school quartet inviting the patients to dance the
polka! This was followed by Ellie Judd performing a Puccini aria (on her
flute!). Our two Bugsy girls, Tori and Izzie, entertained us with their songs
from the show. Then it was time for the Brass boys, Patrick Dunn on his
tuba and Alex Cowan playing the popular Pierrot theme on his
saxophone. The tone was then calmed with Gemma Taylor playing a
lovely gentle Finzi Carol and Edward Rogers' Concertino by Telemann.
James Harmer brought the concert to a close with Rustic Dance by
Saint-Saens.

Abig thank you to all the performers for giving such pleasure to everyone
at St Michael's hHospice. JHarmer



Shake Rattle and Roll!

A professional group enthralled the juniors with their rhythm and array of
percussion instruments. Each form attended a workshop and the
afternoon ended with a spectacular concert.

'| thought Shake Rattle and Roll was amazing, especially the Samba
drum.' Lydia Butler

'In the concert they took us to Scotland and Paul asked volunteers to
come up and do a marching band | was not one of the lucky ones
though!' Ursula Horton

"The show was great especially when we got to play on the instruments.'
Henry Long

o0 people.
After a second batch of mars bars Vinehall stayed in and rehearsed our
own piece called “And the mountains rising.”

At 4:30 parents arrived and we were ready to perform. “Summon the
spirits” was played well by everyone. Vinehall went out with a bang, well a
bang and a crash on the cymbal as we finished “And the mountains
rising”. After the concert was the last chance to have a Mars bar and we
headed back to school. Jamie Johnson 8Y



