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Year of Success

What a year! The best ever for the Vinehall swim squad, sarting back
in the Michaelmas term when the boys won the St Andrew's cup
against Newlands, St Bede's And St Andrew's. We then won at
Bodiam Manor with a mixed team, and the Girls lost a close gala away
to Benenden. At the end of the term the St Andrew's Girls cup was
competed for with teams from Newlands, St Bede's, Moira House and
St Andrew's. Vinehall came a very good second, with Moira House
the winners.

The Lent term was very busy with national, local and inter-house
galas. We beat Bodiam Manor in the return fixture at Vinehall. At the
Tonbridge Prep gala the seniors came a very close third behind
Homewood House and Dulwich of London, twelve teams competed.
The girls went to Moira House and came third out of four teams. We
had 45 swimmers at the |.A.P.S. National regional round at St Bede's
Upper School and 20 of them went through to the National finals, the
girls at Crawley and the boys at Millfield.

In the Inter-House swimming gala Paxton were overall winners with
Saxton a close second. The senior boys Freestyle was won James
Floyd in a new record time. In the girls Freestyle, Lucy Wylie-Carrick
was first and in the boys Breaststroke William Howard-Smith was the
winner.

And so on to what was going to be an exciting Summer term with
the boys winning the St Bede's Prep gala and, together with the
girls, coming an overall second. On May 13'" at the great new K2
complex at Crawley, 8 Vinehall girls competed in the |.LA.P.S.
National finals. In an exciting Under 12 Butterfly final, Lily Canetty-
Clarke came third and won the National bronze medal. Lucy
Wylie-Carrick came 15th in the u/13 Butterfly and the Squadron
relay came 7'"in the final.

On the following weekend the 12 boy finalists competed at Millfield
school Somerset. The gala started with the Squadron relay final in
which we were seeded as fastest qualifier. The team romped home in
a new National Record, breaking the old by nearly 2 seconds. This
was a great boost for the team and was to become the best day ever
for Vinehall swimmers.

With three Squadron Golds in four years (twice boys and once girls )
and silver and bronzes in individual races, we still yearned for a gold
individual winner. In the Under 33 Freestyle heats James Floyd
produced a great time and qualified for the final one and half seconds
ahead of the Millfield boy. In the final James produced another great
time winning by a clear second and becoming National Champion.
What a great achievement for a non club swimmer and it shows how
hard he has worked over his years at Vinehall.

In the Under 13 Breaststroke William Howard-Smith came 10"
William has reached National finals for the past four years and like
James, this is a great achievement for a non club swimmer. In
theUnder 12 Freestyle relay, Perry Andrews came 10", this after his
Gold in the Squadron. The Under 12 Boys Freestyle team came 12'"
and (in the final event of the day the Under 13 freestyle relay final),
Tom Harvey, William Howard-Smith, James Mursell and James Floyd
capped a great day with Bronze.

A special mention here for Tom Harvey who, like James and William,
has reached National finals for the past four years and is one of the
best all-round swimmers to come through Vinehall.
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Swimming Team, St Andrew's Gala






