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The 1°' XV Report 2005/6
Playing Record: Played 8 Won3 Lost5 For 136 Against118

It took the 1* XV until the last match of the season to find their best form. The team
overcame a talented Ashdown House side without conceding a point and brought
the season to a wonderful climax. It has not always been an easy task preparing
the team this year and better results might have been achieved if the boys had
trained with more enthusiasm and worked harder on improving their fithess. We
were blessed with several talented runners in the backs, but a lack of teamwork
often meant that our attacks broke down at an early stage. The forwards improved
steadily throughout the rugby term and occasionally managed to dominate the
opposition pack, as happened against Bethany and Newlands. The 2 games
against St Andrew's were frustrating as we never achieved a platform to build our
attacks successfully. The match at Yardley Court was a great spectacle, but
somehow we threw away a 2 try lead and finished up well beaten.

The team was fortunate to have a very determined captain and James Mursell
certainly led by example as flanker and auxiliary scrum half. Tom Harvey was a
reliable fly half and he showed his potential by directing the play brilliantly in the
Ashdown thriller.

The centre pairing of William Howard-Smith and Carwyn Jones often posed a
threat to the opposition midfield and both boys showed a good instinct for making
an attacking break. They were usually given quick ball by scrum half, Jake Willis
Fleming, and his developing confidence increased the team's attacking options as
the season progressed. The wingers, Edward Bridge and Calum Marris were
good finishers when given the opportunity: full-back, William Colderick was
always solid and he will return next year much the wiser for the experience he has
gained.

The forwards were given a sound base by the props, Richard Rogers and Bradley
Soan. Warat Thavisin was a reliable hooker and probably one of our best throwers
for some time when on form. Oscar Jeremy always played with great heart and he
partnered the determined Ben Maltman in the 2™ Row. James Floyd was a solid
No.8 and when the wind was in his sails he proved a hard man to bring down.
James Mannion did a lot of sterling work as flanker and he was probably the player
who improved the most amongst the pack.

| would like to thank Mr Sloan for all his advice and enthusiastic support during the
chilly winter afternoons this season. The boys are certainly fortunate to have such
awonderful opportunity to develop their rugby skills at Vinehall.

Team: (Badge Winners for 3 appearances)
B.Hayes, W.Thavisin, R.Rogers, O.Jeremy, B.Maltman, J.Mursell (Capt),
J.Mannion, J.Floyd, J.Willis-Fleming, W.Howard-Smith, C.Jones, E.Bridge,



