
English Speaking Board 2006

Senior ESB

Only three letters are important for children at the beginning
of the summer term: ESB enough to strike fear in the heart
of the bravest soul! This is a most worthwhile public
speaking competition, judged by an outside examiner, in
which children have to talk about a subject of their choice,
recite a poem and read an extract from a book. They also
have to introduce their chosen poem and passage,
explaining why they chose it and why they like it. They must
also answer questions from the floor and from the examiner.
Quite an ordeal! It is always amazing to see the breadth of
interests the children have and this year was no exception.
The adventures of Tintin, wine, riding, clay pigeon shooting
and even poker were just some of the topics offered. A large
number of distinctions were awarded but the real
achievement, as the children will testify, is that feeling when it
is over and they can look back and say to themselves, 'I stood
up in front of 30 people and gave a presentation.' Now that's
something to be proud of.

Year 6 ESB

Year 6, like Year 3, perform a group ESB in which they must
'perform' a poem as a class and then present a variety of
different poems, in smaller groups, on a common theme.
The Pied Piper of Hamelin, the Night of the Gargoyles and
the Tortoise and the Hare were the chosen class poems and
there were many humorous poems performed in the themed
section with Freddie Gregory stealing the show as a
particularly cross doctor! Year 6 is to be congratulated on
their excellent performances which were rewarded with a
distinction for each class.

ESB Juniors

n the junior department we were delighted with an impressive
set of results for the individual Grade 1 entries. This year was
a first in that every pupil achieved either a distinction, merit
plus or merit. Twelve distinctions were awarded. Individual
talks ranged from golf to growing tomatoes and certainly the
children all spoke with confidence and had a diverse range of
artefacts to support their speeches. The experience of
reciting poetry, reading form a book and sharing enthusiasm
about a chosen topic, all prove to be highly beneficial and
does wonders for the children's confidence.

Pupils in Year 3 entered the group
speaking categories and this year
excelled themselves; all three forms
succeeded in achieving a distinction.
Working together and supporting
each other are skills the children have
learned and moreover it was fun!


