
English 2006

The English department has enjoyed a busy and stimulating year and excellent
results were achieved by both scholarship and common entrance candidates.

The academic year began in September with the eagerly awaited visit of the
Travelling Book Fair which this year saw a record number of books being
purchased. The library has undergone a major overhaul in the course of the year
with many new books being bought and various 'tired' ones being retired. The
department continues to attach great importance to reading and a number of new
initiatives were introduced to encourage a wide reading of different genres. Each
term will see a different genre being promoted with competitions of various kinds
to encourage a different aspect of the children's literary development. The
recent science fiction competition, in which children throughout the school had to
write a piece in any style on a science fiction theme, produced some fascinating
accounts and winning entries were rewarded with a £5 W.H. Smith voucher.
Next term's library theme will be Biographies and Autobiographies and new
books have already been ordered to add to existing stock. The school is
fortunate enough to have a large number of sets of class readers to suit different
age groups. Books read in class this year have included 'Lord of the Flies and 'Of
Mice and Men' at the top of the school, 'Kensuke's Kingdom' and 'Cry of the Wolf'
in the middle of the school. The handwriting competition in November provided a
good opportunity to focus on the importance of presentation and there were
many excellent examples.

Highlights of the year include:

The Remembrance Day service in November when children from the scholarship
classes read out war poems they had written themselves. The children had
previously studied the poems of writers such as Owen and Sassoon.

The Music and Poetry evening in March was a chance to combine with the music
department and a wide variety of poems were 'performed' many of which had
been written by the children themselves. 7D's atmospheric 'African Collage' and
7P's 'Asail on the Sea' were particularly memorable.

The visit of the poet Brian Moses in the summer term was a great success. He
delivered two workshops for children in Years 3 7, reciting a wide variety of his
own poetry, often accompanied by drum beats. The children had an opportunity
to buy signed copies of a variety of anthologies and nearly £900 worth of books
was sold. Vinehall children enjoy poetry!

The public speaking competition in July was an opportunity for the children in
Year 8 to pit their wits against each other and the 'audience', as six teams of four
presented such diverse issues as whether or not the chicken or egg came first or
whether technology has enhanced sport too much. This was a new venture
which will be continued next year.

Theatre trips have included a Year 7 outing to see the play version of Michael
Morpurgo's 'Private Peaceful' and 8G's outing to the spine chilling 'Woman in
Black'.

The aim remains to give the children the necessary tools of their language to be
able to use it with confidence and enjoyment in a variety of different situations
and for a variety of different purposes. Communication is everything!
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Junior English
With the new junior library located in the foyer of the de Beer our younger pupils
have enjoyed wider choice of books to read. Many sets of books have been
purchased for group reading in Year 3 which has been a huge success and
certainly fluency and comprehension have improved. Handwriting is an
important skill to perfect and many children in Year 4 have achieved pen licences
enabling them to write using their ink pens in all subjects. There has been an
extensive range of creative writing on display - poetry, book reviews, sci-fi
stories, stories, descriptions and many more. Performing and taping
radio plays in Year 5, preparing for individual English Speaking Board exams in
Year 4 and preparing group presentations in Year 3, have all helped to develop
speaking and listening skills so important in today's world.
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