Lake District 2005

In time honoured tradition the Year 8 pupils set off for the Lake District after
the examinations were over and began a five day experience that some will
neverforget!

The journey to the Lakes is long but has become an integral part of the whole
experience. Some learning for the first time about the limited spending power
of £3in the service areas, others just enjoying 10 hours on their gameboys.

The accommodation was the same as usual in the High Close Youth Hostel in
Langdale, a base from which we set out to enjoy the Lake District.

Canadian canoeing and kayaking on Lake Coniston was our first activity. It
didn't seem to matter much that it was pouring with rain as the majority of the
pupils seemed to spend most of their time in the lake!

Ample and wholesome food prepared by Mr Franklin (Chef) fired us allup and
stoked the engines ready for the next day.

Gorge scrambling, the most popular activity, took place in the driving rain and
again it mattered not; we all got wet anyway. The local pub provided a
sanctuary from the rain for 48 dripping pupils and 10 soggy teachers and it
was there that we had lunch.

Day 3 and the hike to Bow Fell looked in serious doubt as the clouds were low
and, yes, it was raining again! We managed a testing walk up to Angle Tarn in
the near zero visibility and routed back via Mickleden where the braves of
souls managed an enjoyable dip in the river a regular highlight of the trip.

At the youth hostel a modicum of work was interspersed with cooking and
cleaning duties as well as “frisby” in the garden. Awalk to the nearby hilltop on
the last evening provided the opportunity for some fond farewells to be made,
a photo opportunity for many and a pleasant way to round off the trip.

Many thanks to the whole of Year 8 for the way you responded to the trip. |
have to admit | had some reservations about the trip this year, but cream rises
and we all had a thoroughly enjoyable time.

To the team of staff who gave up their time to make this happen | give you my
deepest gratitude and thanks for all your support.

You will not be surprised to hear that even on the journey back we were
evaluating the trip and planning for next year. Long may this trip continue.
NJ Butcher



On Friday | went to Beckley Farm with the class. When we got there
we fed the chickens with seeds. After, we went to the stables which
were a bit smelly. We threw hay in for the pigs.

Next we went to see the llamas. Then we went to the wood. In the
wood there is a wild boar. If you are quiet sometimes you may see it.
We didn't see it! When we came to the end of the wood we saw a llama
jump over the fence. Then we got on the tractor ride which was really
fun! Before we got on the minibus we fed the lambs. Then we went
backto school. William Collier 3R

Bateman's was a country house, it was built in 1634. The house was
owned by a man called Rudyard Kipling. He first lived in Brighton
where it was busy so he moved to Bateman's in 1902 with his family for
some peace and quiet.

Rudyard was one of the first to own a car, it cost around £ 3000. It was
called a Rolls Royce Phantom 1 and its registration number was
PN1814. Rudyard drove over to Bodiam Castle with his grandchildren,
the Ashtons to read them stories because he wrote stories and he won
the Nobel Prize in literature.

Behind the Rose garden was an old sundial, on the sundial was the
words “It is later than you think” because Mrs Kipling did not like
visitors. In the herbal garden there were lots of herbs used for cooking
and medicine.

In the visitors book Kipling wrote F.I.P. next to there name standing for
“Fellin pond”.

In the hall there is a big fireplace and hanging over itis a brass fish. If it
pointsin, you are welcome, if it points out you are not. Year 3



