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SENOIR PARENT / CHILD TENNIS, SUNDAY, 22™ MAY 2005.

Each year as | write the report on this event, | seem to talk as much about the
weather as about the tennis! Well this year, the weather was again a
dominant factor. Although the sun shone intermittently, | firmly believe that
the wind came direct from Siberia, with enormous strength. However, the
fourteen pairs played with good humour, producing excellent tennis in the
trying conditions.

The pairs who went through to the final rounds were as follows: Napat
Thavisin with his partner Chris Norman beat his brother Warat who was
partnered by Will Willard. The other pairings were Max and Mark Spedding
who beat Marcus and Daren Rowe. It was pleasing to see such a promising
Year 6 player. In the final, Napat and Chris were victorious. Congratulations
to the winners, and my thanks to all who took part.

Pat Webster
JUNIOR PARENT / CHILD TENNIS, SUNDAY 12" JUNE 2005

There were ten children and their parents (or surrogate parents) who entered
for the competition this year, two children from Year 3, three from Year 4 and
five from Year 5. ltis very pleasing to see the younger children taking part and
they acquitted themselves very well. My only regret: just one girl. Surely there
are more girls in the school who play tennis! Once again, the parents played
in a very sympathetic manner with the children so they were all able to hit the
ball and enjoy the game. In fact, the 2 Year 3 boys, Dominic Simmons and
Henry Clark, needed no concessions at all.

The four semi-finalists were William Orr and Alice Brodribb (surrogate
parent) who defeated Dominic Simmons and Warat Thavisin (surrogate
parent). In the other semi-final, Alexander and Beverley Pugh defeated
George and Mark Spedding. The final was very closely fought with a narrow
win for Alexander and Beverley. Well done to everyone.

Pat Webster




IAPS TENNIS, 11"-13" JULY 2005

On a beautiful, sunny Sunday evening, the tennis players set off in the
minibus driven by Craig Hudspeth en route for Queenswood School, Potter’s
Bar. The team consisted of Sophie and Genevieve Pugh, Catriona Flint,
James Farrow, Edward Stapley, Tom Caffyn, Bertie James, Napat Thavisin,
Guy Thomson, Alexander Mackwood, Alexander Moore, Bobby Maclean
and Alexander Pugh. The first evening was spent eating the picnics, going
through fire alarm procedures and PLAYING TENNIS... until darkness fell.

The first day of the competition was doubles day, when each pair played each
other pair in a group of five, the first three going through to the knockout
rounds and the others going into the plate competition. “The force was with
us” was Ed Stapley’s cry! Genevieve and her partner, Emily King from the
Down’s School in Bristol, won through to the main knockout rounds before
being defeated in a close match 6-4. Edward (who the organisers insisted on
calling Stanley) with James, and Tom with Bertie all got through to the quarter
finals of the plate before losing in hard fought matches, Tom and Bertie’s
being a tie break. The two Alexanders, Mackwood and Moore, went even
further so that their final match was played on the Wednesday. They just kept
winning, and were only finally defeated in the final, and then only 6-4. What
an excellentresult!

The second day was singles day, and with so many competitors, there was
no plate, but what wonderful results there were. Sophie, Napat, James, Tom,
Bobby and Alexander Mackwood all won through to the knockout rounds
which is a remarkable achievement considering how little tennis they
normally play, a tribute to their talent and determination. Napat and
Alexander Mackwood won their first match, with very convincing results.
They both were then rather unfortunate in their next opponents who were the
top seeds in their age group, but even so they both fought well before losing
outin the quarter finals. It was our best set of results for some years, and the
competitors were a credit to themselves and to their school, not just in their
standard of play, but also in their sportsmanship and companionship.

I would like to thank Craig, without whom we just could not go, and we would
both like to thank the children for making our trip so enjoyable.

Pat Webster
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