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Having only one regular member of last year's successful team available this
term and the Colts of 2003 not having the best of years, this campaign was
always going to be tough one. Our first match brought New Beacon to
Vinehall, after an eagerly contested first half New Beacon were 1-0 up and
although the team worked hard in the second half their lack of experience at
this level and not having played together (we have only been back at school
for four days) New Beacon ran out worthy winners 4-0. Our second match
took us away to Holmewood House (what a difference a week can make),
once again at half time we were trailing 1-0, but were playing much better.
Five minutes into the second half we levelled the score with a fine strike from
D. Serra. Being a referee in school games is not easy and I felt wewere a little
unlucky with Holmewood's next two goals as they both looked offside this
changed the whole complexion of the game as we ran out of steam late in the
gameandHolmewoodadded twomore goals twowin thematch 5-1.

St.Andrew's were our next opponents and this proved to be a one sided
contest with St. Andrew's being an extremely good team going on to win the
match 5-0. The matches are coming thick and fast with an away match at
Ashdown House due on the weekend. The game proved to be an end to end
encounter with Vinehall starting brightly by going one up early only for
Ashdown to level, at half time Vinehall were 2-1 up. Once again Ashdown
levelled the score and with a tense second half which could have gone either
way a goal from Bertie James late on sealed a much needed win for Vinehall
3-2. Our next match brought St Bede's to Vinehall, after a close fought first
half with the score at 0-0 this was certainly looking like a game we could win,
and shortly into the second half we scored through Edward Stapley. Youmust
take your chances in football and a golden opportunity came just after we had
scored, we failed to take it and soon after a mix up between our goalkeeper
and a defender allowed St Bede's to score and get right back into the game.A
second goal followedandStBede'swent away 2-1winners.

Our next match took us away to Marlborough House (I have never lost a
soccer match against them in my sixteen years at Vinehall) with the team
struggling and being 2-0 down at half time I felt my record was to be broken,
how wrong was I with Vinehall playing excellently in the second half, scoring
three goals ending thematch worthy winners 3-2. There's nothing like a good
performance to lift your spirits. Our next match was a new fixture at home to
BattleAbbey. This turned out to be a one sided affair with Vinehall winning the
game9-0. St Ronanswere our next opponents and once again this turned out
to be another tense game, with two goals from B James and one from W
Howard-Smith the gameendedwithVinehall winning 3-2.

Our last match brought Yardley Court to Vinehall and having won this fixture
on our previous two meetings, this year was always going to be tough with
Yardley playing some excellent football going on to win 4-0. I would just like to
say a big thank you to all the boys who played in a very tough season and to
our loyal band of parents who were always a welcome sight on the sidelines
especially away at Ashdown House when I think we outnumbered the home
support.
Played 9Won4Lost 5
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Played 9, Won 2, Lost 7. Goals for = 14, Goals against = 33

After the first four games of the season the 2 XI had let in twenty goals and
had scored only 2! It was going to be a long season indeed!

The campaign started with a 0-4 loss to NewBeacon followed by a 1-8 loss to
Holmewood House. Had I got the team selection right? Were the players in
the right positions?Werewe really playing these schools second XIs? Well it
didn't get much better with a 0-6 loss to St Andrews. 18 goals conceded in 3
games and only 1 scored we needed some help from somewhere and it was
difficult to see from where. The 1 XI seemed settled and the 3 XI had no
rising stars sowehad to battle it out.

Amuch better match v St Bedes (lost 2-4) gave the team some cheer and we
followed this with the first win of the season v Marlborough House, 4-1. The
trip to Newlands resulted in a 2-5 loss and then the coach didn't turn up to
takes us back to school and when it did it went the wrong way - all in all not a
day to remember.

A 3-1 win v St Ronans provided the team with their second victory and it was
after half term that we took on the undefeated 2 XI of Yardley Court. In a
great end of seasonmatch we narrowly lost 1-2 with plenty of opportunities to
perhaps have got at least a draw - not to be!

Felix Keeling captained the team, Calum Marris was top goal scorer and the
player's choice for Player of theSeasonwent toCalumBowie.

Played 8 Won2 Lost 5 Drawn1

The3 XI enjoyed a highly competitive season.Although results at first did not
go their way the players still gained enormously from the experience. A
couple of wins late in the season and a fantastic 1-1 draw against a very good
SkippersHill teammeant that the team finished on a really positive note.

Individual moments of skill and determination are worth noting. Angus
Duthie-Jackson pulled off some spectacular saves while Matthew Pexton's
awareness in defence alongside the pace of Richard Kim helped to tighten up
things in the back line. The midfield and attack also offered great moments,
including an outstanding twenty yard volley from Oscar Jeremy and Dante
Orozco's late equalizer in a thrillingmatch.

Other boys also contributed and although too numerous to mention I would
like to thank all players for an extremely enjoyable time.

The 4 XI played under two coaches and were known either as Ralph's
Rangers or Hooper's Heroes! After a slightly wobbly start against
Holmewood House, the team came to be worthy of its name(s), with wins
against Ashdown House and St Bede's. Andrew Rose was a both a reliable
captain and a heroic goalkeeper consistently 'man of the match' and 'player
of the season'. The pace and guile of Sebastian Slade andGabriel Harriman
up front, supported by the tireless energy of Murat Marzaganov in the
midfield, were key factors in the team's success. An exciting season, well
done!
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