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15" XI Soccer
Having only one regular member of last year's successful team available this
term and the Colts of 2003 not having the best of years, this campaign was
always going to be tough one. Our first match brought New Beacon to
Vinehall, after an eagerly contested first half New Beacon were 1-0 up and
although the team worked hard in the second half their lack of experience at
this level and not having played together (we have only been back at school
for four days) New Beacon ran out worthy winners 4-0. Our second match
took us away to Holmewood House (what a difference a week can make),
once again at half time we were trailing 1-0, but were playing much better.
Five minutes into the second half we levelled the score with a fine strike from
D. Serra. Being areferee in school games is not easy and | felt we were a little
unlucky with Holmewood's next two goals as they both looked offside this
changed the whole complexion of the game as we ran out of steam late in the
game and Holmewood added two more goals two win the match 5-1.

St.Andrew's were our next opponents and this proved to be a one sided
contest with St. Andrew's being an extremely good team going on to win the
match 5-0. The matches are coming thick and fast with an away match at
Ashdown House due on the weekend. The game proved to be an end to end
encounter with Vinehall starting brightly by going one up early only for
Ashdown to level, at half time Vinehall were 2-1 up. Once again Ashdown
levelled the score and with a tense second half which could have gone either
way a goal from Bertie James late on sealed a much needed win for Vinehall
3-2. Our next match brought St Bede's to Vinehall, after a close fought first
half with the score at 0-0 this was certainly looking like a game we could win,
and shortly into the second half we scored through Edward Stapley. You must
take your chances in football and a golden opportunity came just after we had
scored, we failed to take it and soon after a mix up between our goalkeeper
and a defender allowed St Bede's to score and get right back into the game. A
second goal followed and St Bede's went away 2-1 winners.

Our next match took us away to Marlborough House (I have never lost a
soccer match against them in my sixteen years at Vinehall) with the team
struggling and being 2-0 down at half time | felt my record was to be broken,
how wrong was | with Vinehall playing excellently in the second half, scoring
three goals ending the match worthy winners 3-2. There's nothing like a good
performance to lift your spirits. Our next match was a new fixture at home to
Battle Abbey. This turned out to be a one sided affair with Vinehall winning the
game 9-0. St Ronans were our next opponents and once again this turned out
to be another tense game, with two goals from B James and one from W
Howard-Smith the game ended with Vinehall winning 3-2.

Our last match brought Yardley Court to Vinehall and having won this fixture
on our previous two meetings, this year was always going to be tough with
Yardley playing some excellent football going on to win 4-0. | would just like to
say a big thank you to all the boys who played in a very tough season and to
our loyal band of parents who were always a welcome sight on the sidelines
especially away at Ashdown House when | think we outnumbered the home
support.
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N J Butcher
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C Hudspeth
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