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1* XV Report
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St. Andrews Won 39-5

Sevenoaks Won 32-0
SVPS Match Abandoned
H.House Lost 7-8
Yardley Court Won 7-0

DPS Won 17-7

St. Andrews Won 22-5

St. Bedes Won 32-0
Newlands Won 17-10

Ashdown House Lost 5-10

This has been a terrific season for the 1° XV with 7 victories being recorded in
our 9 games. The pack paved the way for most of our success with our play
from Line out and scrum being consistently solid. Andrew Rose was an
outstanding tight Head prop and he probably set a school record by being the
first member of the front row to score a hat trick of tries in one match. He was
supported brilliantly by the locks, Tom Caffyn and Callum Bowie. Both boys
did a great job in the line out and kept the team moving forward with their
driving runs in open play. Bertie James was a revelation at fly half. He
showed a great tactical understanding of the game and had the necessary
pace to put his plans into action. In the back division, the tackling of Edward
Neill and Chris Goldsack was superb and this allowed us to soak up
opposition pressure without losing any ground. Edward Stapley showed
electric pace and won us the match against Dulwich with two amazing solo
runs.

There were 2 disappointing defeats where we could have won if we had
shown greater self-belief in our passing game. Generally, we decided to keep
the ball close to the forwards as our primary tactic and perhaps, on reflection,
this limited the effectiveness of our pacey back three, William Howard-Smith,
Tom Harvey and Edward Stapley.

| have enjoyed working with this 1% XV squad enormously and it probably
rates as the most complete team | have ever coached in my 23 years as a
Prep school master. And my favourite memory; probably the irresistible
surge by the forwards who drove Newlands back over 50m with 6
consecutive rucks to score a wonderful try.



