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A definite highlight for the summer term is the three days when the E.S.B
examiners arrive at Vinehall. After the previous weeks of hectic preparation,
the children's adrenalin is running high for their performances.

In the junior department Year 3 forms entered for choral speaking and this
year, dramatic and original pieces were chosen. Many parents came to
support, and audiences were impressed with the highly entertaining
performances. The examiners were equally moved, so much so that both 3E
and 3R came away with distinctions!

In Year 4 it is the first opportunity for children to individually address an
audience; they have to prepare a short speech about something that
interests them, recite a poem, read an extract from a favourite book and ask
and respond to questions throughout. This is no mean task for some but this
year results were even better than last year. Ben Crisford (his speech was on
the workings of a computer) was so good that the examiner personally
commended him suggesting that he could have achieved a distinction in a
senior grade!

The variety of subjects spoken about was again huge and ranged from a very
noisy motorbike to a pet hamster. There were 20 distinctions awarded this
year and a host of merit plus.

Year 5 also performed group pieces and all three groups presented work of a
very high standard. The examiner praised the children for their teamwork,
concentration and skill in delivering some challenging pieces. 'Stunning and
memorable’ were the examiner's words as she awarded the merit and
distinction grades.

The seniors rose to the challenge of presenting detailed and informative talks
about subjects of their choice, memorising a poem and introducing and
reading form a favourite book. Given the other pressures on the seniors with
so many demands on their time and energy it was to their full credit that so
many candidates gained distinctions.



