
Classics

En route to their Science trip to Little Canada, Year 6 stopped off at Fishbourne to view the
extensive remains of this impressive Roman palace. The pupils attended one of two
workshops, one onRomandomestic life, the other onRomanbuilding.

I joined the domestic life session.Wewere first shown pieces from a variety of relics and pupils
were asked to work out the size and type of object from which they had originally come. There
was some very plausible guesswork, suggesting either that there could be some budding
archaeologists in the group or thatmany are avid fans of �TimeTeam!�

This was then followed by the highlight of the workshop when the curtain at the back of the
room was drawn back to reveal a small tableau of a Roman kitchen. The scene was soon
completed by the selection of a prince, Charlie Hole and princess, Dodie James, who were
getting ready to attend a birthday party, ably assisted by their loyal slave, Ben Maltman. The
three quickly took to their new roles and all were very convincing.

After lunch we split into form groups for an extensive tour of the palace and gardens,
culminating in a fascinating audio visual display at the end of our visit. KCooper
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YEAR 5 TRIP TO DUROVERNUM (CANTERBURY) and
RUTUPIAE (RICHBOROUGH)

The sudden, unexpected non-availability of a mini-bus driver meant only one Year 5 class was
able to enjoy theRomanCanterbury trip inOctober this year, and 5Iwere the lucky ones.

The staff at the Roman Museum complimented the class on both their behaviour and their
understanding of the artefacts, which they examined in a hands-on experience, as part of their
�training� as archaeologists.

Mr Hooper's questionnaire on the information and displays in the part of the museum open to
the public kept the pupils busy and interested for the rest of themorning.

Lunchwas eaten in the small park area near theMarloweTheatre beforeweheaded eastwards
to find Rutupiae the Roman fort at Richborough where Claudius and his legions are believed
by some to have landed inA.D.43.

The large outdoor arena provided an ideal contrast after a morning indoors and 5I enjoyed the
freedom to run around around the fort searching for answers toMrsCooper's questionnaire.

Pupils in 5Rand5Jwill share a similar Romanexperience later in the year.
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