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Between the 17 and 19 of September we were honoured to
have a group from Chetham's school of music join us.
Chetham's were on tour with the Brundibar project, an
educational, cultural and community outreach project.
Brundibar is the first children's opera composed by Hans
Krasa andwas performed in theGhetto of Terezin, just north of
Prague. The opera symbolically represents the triumph of
good over evil and was an enormous and significant success
at the time, acting as a form of escapism from the terrible
conditions in which the inmates of the Ghetto were held. A few
children from the Vinehall senior choir became the chorus for
the performances of the opera in Rye as part of the Rye
festival. Here are some of the comments from our children
about the performance.
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We went to Rye last week to take part in Brundibar with some
children fromChetham's school ofmusic inManchester. It was
quite fun, but hard work, especially learning to sing in Czech. It
was nice to see the trumpeter from the original performances
in the concentration camps. I hope we get a chance to work
with themagain.

From Wednesday 17th September to Friday 19th a small
group of Vinehall singers joined with singers from Chetham's
School of Music in Manchester. We rehearsed almost from
scratch the opera Brundibar, a Czech opera written by a
Jewish composer, Hans Krasa, who died in 1944 during the
holocaust. We practised hard over the three days and had two
performances on the Friday, one at 2.30 and one at 8.00. It
was great fun having theChetham's people to stay and it was a
valuable experience.

Last week Chetham's school of music came to Vinehall,
because they had asked us if wewould like to singwith themat
the Rye church in the Rye festival. We were very lucky to be
asked and it was a good opportunity for some of us. I made
really good friends with most of them and some gaveme good
advice. The Brundibar show was great fun and I would like to
do it again. ThanksChetham's youwereFAB!!!

On Friday we went to Rye church and performed the Opera
'Brundibar' with Chetham's School of Music. It was about two
children who need to buy milk for their mother but they do not
have any money. The evil organ grinder Brundibar steals the
money they make by singing. We were the chorus and the
main partswere played byChetham's.

SophieWakeham

SamGilbert

PeterEverall

EmmaKirk
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Trip to Madame Butterfly
On Wednesday, 8 October, Vinehall
students travelled to London to see Madame
Butterfly at The Royal Opera House in
CoventGarden.

The journey took almost two hours and we
got a bit lost in the Theatre District, after
everyone followedMr.Whitehead, who didn't
really knowwhere hewas going.

We eventually found Covent Garden and ate
our packed lunches. We then had 20
minutes to go and look in the shops.

We then went into the Opera House, and
found that we were sitting in the boxes. We
were very pleased at this as the boxes have
little screens translatingwhat is being sung.

The opera was wonderful and very sad, with
great music and very talented performers.
Thanks verymuch for taking usMr. Farley.
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The people who play instruments in
assembly were lucky enough to go on an
outing with Mr Farley, Mrs Harmer and Mr
Yeats-Brown. We took the minibus down to
Pevensey Bay beach where we got out our
school packed lunches. After stuffing our
way through those and some chips we
trundled off in the minibus to the bowling
centre. We had two rounds of bowling, and
Mr Farley won them both. It shows how he
spends his free time! After that we tried
Laser-Quest. It was great fun and quite
exhausting. Thank you to all the teachers
who gave up their time to take us, we really
enjoyed it! ClaudiaWeston
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BRUNDIBAR
Brundibar was fun and I learnt a lot
about Chetham's. They were very
talented people and were very
easy to work with. We are very
privileged toworkwith them.

Last week on the 19th September
2003 I performed in an Opera
called 'Brundibar' with the rest of
the senior choir at Vinehall and also
the choir from Chetham's school of
music in Manchester. Brundibar is
about a boy and his sister who
need to buy milk for their mother
who is sick in bed but they have no
money. They eventually get some
money by singing in the street but
when they say thank-you the Evil
organ Grinder Brundibar steals it
but is soon caught by the police.
We were the chorus and sang in
the songs and helped the children
defeat Brundibar.

We performed a Czech musical
called Brundibar. It was about a
boy and his sister who needed
money to buy milk for their sick
mother. They see Brundibar, an
organ grinder earning money. So
they get help from their animal
friends and they sing a song and
earn themoney. But Brundibar tries
to steal but they catch him. They
buy the milk and live happily ever
after. This musical was performed
b y c a p t i v e J e w s i n t h e
c o n c e n t r a t i o n c am p s a s
entertainment.

We performed two performances,
one in the afternoon and one in the
evening, both being a great
success. It was amazing how
talented they were and also how
modest. We did many practices
with the staff and it was great fun.
The story was also very inspiring
about what children can really do
when theywant to do it.

We loved doing Brundibar it was
great. Chetham's were fab and
were very talented. The sound was
amazing. We thought that they
were very friendly and we were
very lucky to be in it. The
Chetham's staff helped us with the
Czechwords.
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EdwardNeill

Poppy , Felix and Georgie

VINEHALL SCHOOL MUSIC SOCIETY

Fifteenth Season 2003-2004

Having booked one of the world's great concert pianists, it was not
at all surprising when the bookings for the new season descended
like a tidal wave in the first week of August! We started the season
with the Hugo Wolf Quartet who performed quartets by Mozart,
Mendelssohn and Beethoven's great first RasumovskyQuartet.As
ever, it is lovely to hear the audience in the interval and at the end
debatingwhichwork they had enjoyedmost.

The second concert wasmeant to be by Radu Lupu. Unfortunately,
the great man was unwell and we were left to find a pianist at very
short notice. Fortunately, the Australian pianist Piers Lane was
available and he stepped into the breach superbly. With
performances of Schumann's Cmajor Fantasy as well as works by
Chopin and Rachmaninov the audience was treated to some
exceptional playing.

In February we welcomed back the Fibonacci Sequence. This
talented group of players combine to perform works which
irritatingly cross the normal lines of instrumental combinations and
thus tend to be heard mainly in the recorded format and not so
much live. Hence we had a beautiful Mozart Flute Quartet, Ravel's
Introduction and Allegro for Flute, Harp and Quartet and finished
withMozart's ClarinetQuintet.

The March concert was by the talented group of young musicians
known as the Chamber of London. Unfortunately, the concert was
affected by a replacement baritone, who had developed a cold and
the vagaries of the Vinehall electrics, which plunged us into
darkness as the Dvorak Piano Quartet was being performed. The
players managed to play the slow movement in semi darkness,
while I raced around pushing switches until light was restored!

The Oxford Orchestra da Camera is a group of talented players
who came to Vinehall in their 'string ensemble' format. They
performedworks by Elgar, Dvorak andTchaikovsky. It was lovely to
hear a fuller string sound from a larger number of players. It is
difficult to fit more than about eighteen on the Vinehall stage, so we
were at our limits!

The May concert was given by the outstanding duo of the Austrian
violinist Ben Schmid and the Chilean pianist, Alfredo Perl. Their
performance of sonatas by Ravel, Beethoven and Schubert were
absolutely first-class.

The season finished with a performance
of songs by the American Mezzo,
Barbara Rearick accompanied by Sir
Richard Rodney Bennett. They chose a
selection of songs bySpanish composers
and a selection of songs by Sir Richard
and then Harold Arlen, Cole Porter and
an outrageous encore by Stephen
Sondheim! The evening was made even
more perfect by the warm sunshine and
thePimm's!

I am deeply grateful to all those who have assistedme this season,
the Everist family, Mrs Pat Webster, Mrs Elsie Smith, Miss May
Johnson, Mrs Heather Howorth and the bursarial department. I am
also very grateful to our chefs, who provide delicious suppers for
our performers and Andy Rennie who has helped set up the Pre-
Prep hall. AGW

Sir Richard Rodney Bennett


